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Abstract for the Talk:

History of Indian English Theatre and Mahesh Dattani: This talk briefly traces the history of Indian
English Theatre as a context for the work of Mahesh Dattani, primarily focusing on the performative
aspect of the plays written in the period just before the emergence of Dattani. The paper traces the
contribution and importance of Dattani as the first playwright of this genre to create a substantial body
of work, one which is both sustained by consistent writing and sustainable through its inherent dramatic
qualities and stage-worthiness.



